Ill Kinds of Experiences Which Contribute
to the Best Development of the Child
THE MEANING OF DEMOCRATIC EXPERIENCING
The term democratic experiencing implies a high type of
group life. On its highest level such experience means that
the group life is cooperative and conscious and therefore per-
mits workable generalizations to be drawn about it.1 It is
desirable that the child should have his experiences in a
democratic environment from the beginning. Freedom of
interaction between persons and their environment, and
between persons, must prevail if democratic living is to take
place.
An educative experience of high quality is one in which
each person is free to resolve his own purposes in a manner
constructive to his own and others' personalities. Thus,
guidance is necessary in child education chiefly to help chil-
dren discriminate between desirable and undesirable means of
accomplishing their purposes. If the guidance is given by the
skilled parent or teacher who is able to judge when the child
is capable of more frequent and more confident self-direction,
the highest form of individual and group freedom may be
obtained.
LIVING TOGETHER IN THE PRESCHOOL
A YOUNG CHILD'S ^INTERESTS ARISE FROM
f PERSONAL NEEDS
Life k the preschool groups is chiefly for the purpose of
the children to establish their own individualities.
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